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1. Welcome, Call to Order 

Brenda Ambrosi, Member Advisory Committee (MAC) Chair, called the meeting to order at 
2:15 p.m. on September 8, 2021. A quorum was present to conduct business. A list of members 
in attendance is attached as Exhibit A. 

2. Review WECC Antitrust Policy 

Brittany Huggins, Assistant Corporate Secretary, read aloud the WECC Antitrust Policy 
statement. The meeting agenda included a link to the posted policy. 

3. Approve Agenda 

Ms. Ambrosi introduced the proposed meeting agenda. 

On a motion by Brian Theaker, the MAC approved the agenda. 

4. Review and Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 

Ms. Ambrosi introduced the minutes from the meeting on July 28, 2021. 

On a motion by Vijay Satyal, the MAC approved the minutes from July 28, 2021. 

5. Review of Previous Action Items 

Ms. Huggins reviewed previous action items. All items are closed. 

Vijay Satyal, Class 4, noted that a copy of the interview questions from his Anchor Data Set 
(ADS) review are available with the Reliability Assessment Committee (RAC) meeting 
materials.  

6. MAC Leadership Elections 

Brian Theaker, Class 3, reported on the work of the MAC leadership selection team. 

On a motion by Mr. Theaker, the MAC elected Brenda Ambrosi as the MAC chair. 

On a motion by Mr. Theaker, the MAC elected Thad LeVar as the MAC vice chair.  

Ms. Ambrosi thanked the MAC members for their trust and commitment. 
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7. MAC Chair Remarks 

Ms. Ambrosi congratulated the reelected MAC members and thanked them for their continued 
contributions.  

8. WECC Executive Remarks 

Melanie Frye, President and CEO, congratulated Ms. Ambrosi and Mr. LeVar for being 
reelected to their leadership roles. She remarked that today marked the 10-year anniversary of 
the September 8 Desert Southwest Event and summarized the interconnection actions and 
improvements based on that event. Ms. Frye reflected on the partnership that took place to 
accomplish the analysis and work and emphasized that the partnership is still needed today. 
Ms. Frye commented that stakeholders and technical committees continue to be paramount to 
WECC’s success. She acknowledged comments made in the class meetings that some people 
felt, since June 2021, that WECC lacked communication concerning the Technical Committee 
Proposal. She asked that everyone focus on how we best partner and gave her commitment to 
improve communication.  

9. Survey of Board Effectiveness  

Gary Nolan, Class 1, provided an update on next steps and the status of the Board Effectiveness 
Survey report. The vendor is working to finalize the report, and it will be ready prior to the 
November MAC meeting.  

10. Western Interconnection Reliability Metric 

Vic Howell, Director of Reliability Risk Management, presented on the revised Western 
Interconnection Reliability Metrics, including the background of the metrics revision, the 
framework used to develop new indicators, and a uniform approach in reporting performance. 
Mr. Howell reviewed a list of the revised indicators and how a reliability and security indicator 
dashboard was created from those. He concluded his presentation by reviewing where they are 
in the process and next steps.  

11. Event Analysis Overview  

Tim Reynolds, Manager, Event Analysis and Situation Awareness, provided an update on event 
analysis (EA), including that the purpose of event analysis is to determine what, how, and why 
events happened; the trend event over time; and how WECC can learn from colleagues. Mr. 
Reynolds provided a high-level review of the EA process, including event notification, 
assessment, coordination, analysis of the event, cause coding, and lessons learned. Mr. Reynolds 
informed the MAC that there is a WECC Event Analysis webpage with additional information.  
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Thad LeVar, Class 5, asked about assigning a cause code and the level of certainty when 
assigning it. Mr. Reynolds reviewed the process that WECC goes through when assigning a 
cause code.  

12. Workgroup and Liaison Reports 

2021 Work Plan 

Kara Fornstrom, Class 5, commented that the updated work plan is part of the MAC materials 
and will be updated for the next meeting. 

Vijay Satyal commented that he has an item to present on the State of Reliability Report and will 
reach out to WECC staff to help.  

NEL Task Force 

Brian Evans-Mongeon, Class 3, remarked that the Net Energy for Load (NEL) Task Force 
studies what is going on with the net energy load adjustment that goes into assessments and 
allocators. A task force meeting is being scheduled to review the past year’s data. He will 
provide an update at the November MAC meeting.  

Reliability Assessment Committee 

Cherilyn Randall, Class 1, provided an update on RAC efforts, including an update on the 
attitudinal survey on the ADS, ongoing studies, and base case building. She commented that 
there is now a Resource Adequacy Committee.  

Operating Committee 

Russ Noble, Class 2, commented that Mr. Howell’s and Mr. Reynold’s presentations today are 
part of the Operating Committee (OC) objectives. The OC is staying informed of the Technical 
Committee Proposal as they may be absorbed as part of the Risk Reliability Committee (RRC). 
The OC will continue to focus on their work plan and seek improvements.  

Market Interface Committee and Joint Guidance Committee 

Ms. Ambrosi remarked that July the Market Interface Committee (MIC) meeting was cancelled 
and the next one is scheduled for October. The Joint Guidance Committee (JGC) is getting ready 
for Leadership Training on September 29, 2021, and working on a Joint Session agenda for 
October.  

13. Roundtable 

The MAC discussed the Technical Session and provided the following questions for WECC staff 
to follow up.  

Kaua‘i Island Utility Cooperative presentation:  
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• Artificial inertia: Do any of DC/AC inverters have this technology? If yes, did it help? 

• Over-frequency relay settings: Where are they set and how often do they pick up? 

• Blackout history: How often has it occurred and how many blackouts were associated 
with under generation? How many were due to storm loss of key elements? 

• How much storage is needed to ensure reliability with 100% renewable supply? 

• What location do we need storage located as fossil plant retirements to ensure 
reliability? 

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power presentation: 

• With the continued extreme drought, what concerns are there in having sufficient water 
to produce green hydrogen using electrolysis of water?  

Vijay Satyal, Class 4, requested that WECC staff provide a synopsis of the western entity 
submission views of comments submitted for the FERC Technical Conference. Branden 
Sudduth, Vice President Reliability Planning and Performance Analysis, offered to follow up 
with Mr. Satyal.  

Linda Jacobson-Quinn, Class 2, commented that remote meetings make it difficult to interact 
and provide feedback to WECC staff and the Board. She asked whether there is opportunity for 
more outreach and dialogue. Michele Beck, Class 4, commented that she agreed with Ms. 
Jacobson-Quinn and feels that something has been lost with the virtual meetings. Ms. Beck 
suggested that the MAC use cameras during roundtable discussion and consider using the 
panelist function for MAC meetings.  

14. Public Comment 

Keith Carman, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, commented that there are 
challenges with remote meetings, and making changes to the committee structure during a 
pandemic will make it hard to gauge success. Mr. Carman provided questions on the Kaua‘i 
presentation. 

Jim Avery, WECC Director, commented that Kaua‘i Electric’s system and frequency response 
have improved dramatically with the renewal integration they have done, and the problem is 
there is no inertia.  

Chifong Thomas, Contractor, commented that the Study Subcommittee is working on levels of 
integration of storage and renewables and the report will be finished by December 2021. Study 
results will be discussed as they are made available.  
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15. Review of New Action Items 

• Include on either the November or December agenda a presentation on the State of 
Reliability. 

o Assigned To: WECC Staff 
o Due Date: November 10, 2021 

• Follow up on Technical Session questions 
o Assigned To: WECC Staff 
o Due Date: November 10, 2021 

• Consider the FERC Technical Conference and whether it should be on a future MAC 
agenda.  

o Assigned To: Brenda Ambrosi and Thad LeVar 
o Due Date: November 10, 2021 

• Consider level of engagement going forward regarding the virtual platform and 
whether there are opportunities to provide more dialogue and engagement.  

o Assigned To: MAC and WECC Staff 
o Due Date: November 10, 2021 

16. Upcoming Meetings 

November 10, 2021 ...................................................................................Virtual 

December 7, 2021 ......................................................................................Virtual 

January TBD ..............................................................................................Virtual 

17. Adjourn 

Mr. LeVar adjourned the meeting without objection at 3:55 p.m. 
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Exhibit A: Attendance List 

Members in Attendance 

Brenda Ambrosi ............................................................................................................................................... Chair 

Grace Anderson ............................................................................................................................................ Class 5 

Michele Beck .................................................................................................................................................. Class 4 

Duncan Brown .............................................................................................................................................. Class 3 

Dana Cabbell ................................................................................................................................................. Class 1 

Brian Evans-Mongeon .................................................................................................................................. Class 3 

Richard Ferreira ............................................................................................................................................ Class 2 

Kara Fornstrom ............................................................................................................................................. Class 5 

Fred Heutte .................................................................................................................................................... Class 4 

Linda Jacobsen-Quinn .................................................................................................................................. Class 2 

Thad Levar ............................................................................................................................................... Vice Chair 

Russ Noble ..................................................................................................................................................... Class 2 

Gary Nolan .................................................................................................................................................... Class 1 

Cherilyn Randall ........................................................................................................................................... Class 1 

Vijay Satyal ....................................................................................................................................................... Class 

Brian Theaker ................................................................................................................................................ Class 3 

Diana Wilson ....................................................................................................................................... International 

Members not in Attendance 

Ernesto Olivas ..................................................................................................................................... International 
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